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42?  Wellington  St,,(St.  John's)? 
BLACKBURN.  , 

August,  1945. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Blackburn  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen: 

We  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  sixth  and  last  War-time 
Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  for  the 
jrear  1944. 

Aa  in  previous  War  years,  it  is  not  as  full  as  a Peace-time 
Report. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  conditions  will  now  return  to  normal 
as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  the  usual  work  of  the  Department 
can  be  intensified. 


Yours  obediently, 

C.  M.  BRADLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A.  W.  CRAVEN, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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STATISTICS ANg__  .3  pC_I/^__  C 0,^  m 0 . 


Area  in  Acres , 

Rateable  Value 

Estimated  Product  of  Id.  Rate,].’  *]] 

Population,  Census  1931 

Resident  Population,  mid-1944. . . ] ] ] 
(Registrar-General’s  estimate.).  ... 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


19,472. 

G76,537. 

£311. 

11,232, 

12,240. 

12.09. 

12.99. 


V industries  are  cotton  spinning  and  weavin'?-,  paner 

^^^Ring j brick  making  and  agriculture.  ^ 

There  were  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  or  any  sickness 
of  special  note  during  the  year.  ^ aiCKness 


The  health  of  the  District  continues  to  be  good. 

2inexa_l,X^_P3^i_si_^^  Health  Servlce_s_. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Blackburn  Corporation  made  in 
previous  years  continues.  ^xuu  mduu  m 

SANITARY  CIRGmSTANCE3_._ 


IVater  Supply . 

+ were  no  extensions  to  the  water  mains  belonging  to 

the  County  Borough  of  Blackburn  and  Municipal  Borough  of  Darwen, 
the^water  authorities  supplying  the  larger  proportion 
Area,  are  responsible  for  all  chemical  tests 
and  the  plumbo  solvency  of  the  water.  A large  percentage  of 
the  houses  within  the  district  have  a supply  to  at  least  one  tap 
within  the  house.  Portions  of  the  district  arc  not  quite  so 

covered  by  the  t7/o  above  Authorities. 
These  are,  namely,  Mellor,  Tockholes  and  Yatc  & Pickup  Bank,  and 
^ urgent  need  of  a good  pipe  supply  is  required  to  the  dwelling- 
houses  and  dairy  farms  sltuatad  in  those  Porishoa.  As 
a temporary  measure  until  such  time  as  the  proposed  water  schemes 

^ stand  pipe  was  fitted  at  the  highest  point 
of  the  Blackburn  Corporation  main  in  Barker  Lane,  Mellor. 


Thirteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  sent  for 
bacteriological  analysis  during  the  year;  5 wore  satisfactory 
^d  8 unsatisfactory.  These  samples  covered  the  enquiries  into 
5 sources  of  contamination,  one  at  the  Duke  of  Wellington  Inn,  Yate  & 
i^ickup  Bank,  where  a good  supply  was  required  for  the  extension  to 
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the  premises,  one  for  the  Rock  Inn,  Tockholes,  where  the  supply 
was  highly  polluted,  and  the  third  at  an  isolated  house  in  I.Iollor, 
served  hy  a spring.  To  the  first  two  of  these  a good  supply  was 
obtained,  but  at  the  third  the  only  possible  remedy  was  to  supplj^ 
the  house  from  the  surface  water  from  the  roof. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage, 

Owing  to  Y/ar  conditions,  including  labour  shortage,  only 
ordinary  maintenance  at  the  Works  has  been  carried  out. 

In  one  part  of  the  Area  it  was  found  that  3 cottages  v/ero 
discharging  crude  sewage  into  a stream.  To  eradicate  this  a 
properly  constructed  sewage  disposal  plant  was  fitted. 


Closet  Accommodation. 


Privy  Middens 

Pail  Closets 

Dry  Ashpits 

Fresh  Water  Closets 

Waste  Y/ater  Closets 

Moveable  Ashbins 

Pail  Closets  converted  to  fresh  water. 

closets.  ...  ...  ...  • 
Number  of  houses  at  which  moveable  Ashbins 
have  been  substituted  for  Ashpits 


Nil. 

786. 

48. 

2,586. 

77. 

1,897. 


Nil. 

10. 


Tov/ards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  put  into  operation  a 
scheme  whereby  the  owners  of  houses  were  paid  a grant  towards  the 
cost  of  converting  pail  closets  to  vi/ater  closets.  A considerable 
amount  of  work  was  done  on  this  scheme  during  the  year,  but  no 
conversions  were  completed. 

Ten  new  water  closets,  including  adequate  urinal  facilities, 
were  installed  at  a factory  within  the  Area,  bringing  the  sanitary 
accommodation  at  this  factory  to  the  required  standard. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Council  continued  to  purchase  dustbins 
for  re-sale,  and  this  arrangement  has  proved  very  satisfactory  to 
the  general  public. 


PUBLIC  CLEAI'TSING. 

The  collection  of  household  refuse,  night  soil  and  salvage 
by  the  Council’s  own  men  was  continued  throughout  the  year,  even 
though  labour  shortages  and  vehicular  troubles  were  acute. 


The  following  figures  summarise  the  amount  of  refuse  collected 
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by  your  own  men  and  the  Contractors  during  the  year. 

Visits  to  Pans  Bins  Loads . T.  C.  Q. 

Premises . Emptied.  Emptied. 

136,935.  48,131.  88,S33.  l,830i.  3620.  9. 

SALVAGE. 

The  following  weights  of  Salvaged  materials  were  collected 
and  sold  during  the  year. 


Material . 

Quantity. 

Value 

• 

T.  C.  Q.  Lbs. 

£.  s. 

d. 

Paper. 

58 . 1 . 1 , 

378.  8. 

6. 

Ferrous  Metals. 

Sil*  • -L  • **  • "*  * 

29.  17. 

3. 

Non  Ferrous  Metals. 

4 • • 14  • 

6.  18. 

5. 

Kitchen  Waste. 

50.10. 

75.  12. 

6. 

Textiles. 

9.10.  ~.  13. 

190.  7. 

4. 

Bone  s . 

6.  2.  3.  -. 

17.  11. 

7. 

Glass  Gullet. 

7.  5.  -. 

5.  8. 

9. 

Bottles  & Jars, 

2,427^  doz: 

75.  1. 

6. 

Gramophone  records. 

12|:  doz; 

1 . 3 . 

ei 

Zip  fasteners. 

10. 

• 

Rubber. 

9. 

• 

152.14,  27. 

2,440:^  doz; 

£ 775.  8. 

4:i 

Sanitary  Inspections. 


Number  of  Premises  visited 
Defects  or  Nuisances  found 

Number  abated 

Informal  Notices  served. . . 
Statutory  Notices  served. . 


645. 

26. 

25. 

26. 
2. 


The  above  table  of  visits  does  not  Include  re-visits  and 
routine  inspections  at  which  no  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 

Tents , Vans  & Sheds. 


An  inspection  of  all  known  tents,  vans  and  sheds,  etc.,  was 
carried  out  as  required  during  the  year,  and  all  were  licensed 
under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


5. 


Smoke  Abatement, 

No  action  was  taken  regarding  smoke  abatement  due  to  the 
absence  of  the  Bye-laws  under  Section  104  of  the  Public  Health 
Actj  1936. 

VERMIN  INFESTAT ION. 


Rodent  Control. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Pood  sought  the  co-operation 
of  all  Local  Authorities  in  a nation-wide  campaign  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  and  mice. 

The  County  Council  delegated  their  powers  under  the  Rats  & 
Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919,  to  the  Council,  who  are  now  in 
possession  of  the  full  powers  and  responsibilities  under  this 
Act,  and  also  under  the  Infestation  Order,  1943,  The  Ministry 
of  Pood,  under  their  scheme,  asked  each  Local  Authority  for  a 
complete  survey  and  treatment  of  the  District,  excluding  farms, 
which  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Lancashire  Y/ar  Agricultural 
Executive  Board,  but  including  the  sewerage  system  and  refuse  tips. 
The  Council  engaged  a man,  who  was  trained  as  Rodent  Operator 
under  the  Ministry  of  Pood  training  scheme. 

In  the  meantime  a full  plan  of  campaign  was  drawn  up  by  the 
Health  Department.  The  Ministry  of  Pood  brought  the  seriousness 
of  the  position  to  the  public  eye  by  an  intensive  propaganda 
prograiTiTie  in  the  form  of  leaflets,  posters  and  newspaper 
advertisements . 

As  a trained  man,  the  Operator  commenced  his  duties  surveying 
the  Area,  especially  at  the  large  factories,  food  premises  and  the 
Leeds  & Liverpool  Canal,  The  sewerage  system  and  refuse  tips 
within  the  Area  were  included  in  this  survey.  To  help  with  the 
classification  of  the  types  of  infestation  the  Ministry  advised 
the  use  of  the  following  headings” - 

Reservoir  Infestation,  This  classification  consists  of 
huge  colonies  with  ample  waste  food  and  living  quarters, 
which  give  rise  to  surplus  population  which  tend  to  overflov/ 
and  infest  adjoining  properties.  Approximate  number  of 
rats,  over  200. 

2.  Major  Primary  Infestation  is  the  classification  for 

large  infestations  with  definite  limits  to  their  population, 
caused  by  limited  food  and  living  quarters.  Approximate 
number  of  rats,  125, 
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Minor  Socondary  Infestation  takes  in  small  infestations 
probably  intermittent  in  ahoructer  and  v/itli  little  real 
permanence.  Approximate  number  of  rats,  30. 

In  the  Area  it  was  found  that  there  existed  one  reservoir 
infestation,  3 major  primar^r  infestations  and  '26  minor  secondary 
infestations. 

Each  infestation  v/as  accordingly  treated,  and  the  estimated 
number  of  rats  exterminated  was  2,183.  This  figure  includes  the 
number  of  rats  killed  in  the  retreatment  of  some  of  the  factories 
and  the  Canal  in  the  Area.  ■ 

The  retreatment  of  the  reservoir  and  major  infestations  was 
carried  out  at  intervals  during  the  year  ?/ith  the  help  of  the 
owners  of  the  properties  concerned.  In  no  case  was  there  any 
need  to  serve  Statutory  Notice  under  the  Rats  & Mice  Destruction 
Act . 


Immediately  following  the  treatment  of  these  surface 
infestations,  the  treatment  of  the  sewerage  system  was  carried 
out.  The  survey  hod  necessitated  the  borrowing  of  one  of  the 
E6v/age  men  and  the  hiring  of  a wagon  to  visit  each  manhole  in 
order  to  loosen  and  lift  the  covers.  To  obviate  the  use  of 
expensive  hired  haulage,  representations  to  the  County  Council 
were  successfully  made  for  the  use  of  a Civil  Defence  vehicle  in 
order  that  the-  Operator  could  reach  every  manhole  with  his 
equipment.  In  the  treatment  of  the  sewers  it  was  necessary  to 
divide  the  so\yerage  system  into  two  parts  for  treatment,  each 
to  be  treated  separately  but  in  conjunction.  Considerable 
difficulties  were  met  with  in  these  treatments,  for  example,  the 
flooding  of  the  sewers  during  an  extensive  rain  storm  which 
prevented  one  day's  baiting. 

The  following  tables  show  the  amount  of  work  done  and  the 
results  thereof. 


ScY/ers  - 


Number  of 

Number 

Total 

Total 

Number  of 

Manholes . 

Baited. 

Pro -bait 

Poison 

bodies 

Takes. 

Takes- 

found. 

249. 

233. 

2C8. 

19. 

7, 


Scwa>q:0  Works. 


Number  of 

— 

Number 

Total 

Total 

i 

Number  of  ; 

Points . 

Baited, 

Pro -bait 
Takes . 

Poison 
Takes . 

bodies  • 

found. 

; 

90. 

J 

90. 

_ . . 

79. 

54. 

80.  : 

Bait  Base  and  Poison  used,  Sausage  Rusk  and  Zinc  Phosphide, 

IiTiriiediately  after  the  completion  of  the  first  treatment ^ there 
followed  another  treatment  as  advised  hy  the  Ministry^  and  the 
results  are  shown  below. 


Sewers . 


Number  of 
Manholes. 

Number 

Baited. 

- , 

Total  i Total 

Pro-bait  , Poison 

Takes.  I Takes. 

1 

Number  of  | 
bodies  ] 
found.  j 

254. 

1 

247. 



' 

163.  i 124. 

: 

44.  i 

i 

Sewage  ¥/orks. 


1 Number  of 
Points . 

Number 

Baited. 

Total 

Pre-bait 

Takes. 

Total 

Poison 

Takes. 

“1 

Number  of  ! 
bodies  j 

found. 

31. 

31. 

28. 

20. 

19. 

1,  ,,,  , ^ ■ - ■ 1 

Bait  Base  and  Poison  useds  Bread  Mash  and  Barium  Carbonate. 

The  estimated  kill  after  both  treatments  of  the  sewerage  system 
was  4^817  rats. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tips  were  ’’spoon  gassed”  with  Cymag  and 
poison  baited  in  the  usual  manner.  In  each  case  quite  a number  of 
bodies  were  found. 


A scheme  was  instituted  whereby  the  large  factories  of  the 
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Area  were  circularised  to  sign  contracts  for  the  retreatment  of 
their  premises  at  certain  periods  of  the  year.  Two  of  the  main 
factories,  both  of  the  major  primary  infestation  classification, 
signed  these  contracts,  one  for  retreatment  every  3 months  and  the 
other  for  retreatment  every  6 months.  Two  other  factories  had 
already  contracted  with  the  7/ar  Agricultural  Executive  Committee 
for  the  treatment  of  their  premises. 

Bed  Bug  Infestation. 

During  the  year  one  house  was  successfully  treated  for  bed 
bug  infestation.  The  treatment  consisted  of  spraying  the  property 
with  a proprietory  spraying  fluid  which  proved  very  effective. 

Cockroach  Infestation. 

An  infestation  of  cockroaches  at  one  house  in  the  Area  was 
reported.  Due  to  the  inability  to  purchase  pyrethrum  powder  owing 
to  the  War,  this  complaint  was  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  use 
of  a stomach  poison  consisting  of  a mixture  of  sodium  flouride  and 

borax. 


Infestation  of  Fleas. 

A complaint  of  fleas  was  effectively  treated  with  spraying 
fluid  at  one  house. 

HOUSING. 

Throughout  the  Area  the  bousing  conditions  are  fairly  good, 
but  some  action  is  required. 

Following  on  the  Hobhouse  Deport  on  Dural  Housing,  the  County 
Council  appointed  a Committee  to  deal  with  the  subject,  who  in 
turn  appointed  a Technical  Sub -Commit tee,  of  which  your  Surveyor 
and  Sanitary  Inspector  are  members,  with  terms  of  reference  as 
under : - 

1.  Measure  for  securing  the  best  standards  of  housing 
throughout  the  County. 

2.  Arrangements  for  the  comprehensive  survey  and  periodic 
inspection  of  rural  housing  conditions  referred  to  in 
Chapter  VII.  of  the  Third  Report  of  the  Rural  Housing 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee. 

3.  The  adoption  of  more  uniform  standards  for  demolition, 
re-conditioning  and  repairs. 


9. 


A very  comprehensive  report  \ias  issued,  a copy  of  which  has 
been  circularised  to  each  member  of  the  Council, 

During  the  year  steps  were  tabcn  to  obtain  eztra  staff  for 
the  making  of  the  necessary  survey  and  rci3ort,  so  that  each 
working  class  house  in  the  District  could  be  put  into  it’s  own 
category,  although  the  survey  of  the  District  was  not  actually 
commenced- 

Stat istics- 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  ... 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  ... 

Acts.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4r0A 

ITumber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 68. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  .. 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit. 

for  human  habitation.  ...  8. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  . . 

respects  reasonabl3r  fit  for  human  habitation.  ...  11. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  . . 

in  consequence  of  informal  action.  ...  ...  ...  8. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPNPVISION  0?  POOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Every  effort  vvas  made  to  keep  the  standard  of  the  dairy  farms 
in  the  Area  at  a high  level,  and  to  this  end  frequent  inspections 
v/ere  made - 

Of  the  208  samples  of  milk  taken  and  sent  for  the  Methylene 
Blue  Reductase,  3.  Goli  and  Total  Bacterial  Count  tests,  64  failed 
to  pass  the  tests.  As  in  previous  years,  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  followed  up  and  advice  given  to  the  producer  where 
his  methods  were  wrong.  In  each  case  further  samples  were  taken, 
\7hich  generally  proved  satisfactory. 

The  experience  gained  during  the  year  only  serves  to  confirm 
that  moat  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  caused  by  the  imperfect 
sterilisation  of  utensils  and  milk  being  insufficiently  cooled, 
due  either  to  absence  or  inadequacy  of  the  water  suppljm 

There  were  also  18  samples  taken  and  sent  for  the  bacteriological 
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test  for  Tuberculosis;  one  of  these  samples  proved  to  be  positive 
and  was  immediately  dealt  v/ith  h-y  the  Veterinary  staff  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Meat  and  Other  . Jlq _o_d s 

All  carcases?  including  pigs  slaughtered  by  farmers  under 
Ministry  of  Food  licence,  were  inspected  imiuediately  after 
slaughter.  The  numbers  were  2- 


Cows.  Calves.  Sheep  & Lambs.  Swine . 


29.  15.  53.  69. 

Meat  and  Offal  Surrendered. 

Disease . Weight. 

Lbs. 

i3  e 0 f « 

Generalised  Tuberculosis.  1,230. 

Congenital  Tuberculosis.  30. 

Necrosis.  18. 

Immaturity.  20. 

Abscess  and  Oedema.  40. 

Beef  Offal. 

Mastitis.  12. 

Distomatosis.  50, 

Localised  Tuberculosis-  209. 

Generalised  Tuberculosis.  270. 

Congenital  Tuberculosis.  10. 

Necrosis.  18. 

Immaturity,  6. 

Abscess  and  Oedema.  100. 

Mutton. 

Septicaemia.  20. 

Mutton  Offal. 

Patty  Degeneration.  5. 

Septicaemia.  10. 

Fork. 

Moribund.  112. 


11. 


Disease  . We  ipiht . 

Lbs. 

Pork  Offal. 

Mastitis.  8. 

Localised  Tuberculosis.  98. 

Moribund.  30. 


Other  Foods  Surrendered. 

Dried  Apples. 

Fermentation  and  Decomposition.  64. 

American  Full  Cream  Milk. 

Damaged  and  blown.'  ^ " 104  - izi  ozi  cans. 

Frevelance  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

ITo  large  outbreak  of  infectious  diseases  occurred  during  the 
year,  and  the  whole  of  the  cases  of  Dysenterjs  with  the  exception 
of  one,  were  notified  from  the  Institutions  v/ithin  the  Area. 

As  in  previous  years,  cases  of  infectious  diseases  v/ere  removed 
to  either  Daryyen  or  Blackburn  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals,  as 
the  Accrington  & District  Hospital  Board,  of  which  the  Council  is 
a member,  had  not  at  that  time  obtained  the  use  of  a Hospital. 

The  arrangement  regarding  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  being  kept 
at  Police  Stations  throughout  the  Area  for  the  use  of  Caneral 
Practitioners  was  continued. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


1 

Disease . 

! 

Total 

cases 

at 

all 

ages. 

1 

1 

1 

under 

1. 

1- 

2. 

2- 

3. 

: 

3- 

4. 

4- 

5. 

i 

1 

1 

5- 

10. 

10- 

15. 

15- 

20. 

20- 

35. 

1 

1 

i 

35- 
65 . 

65  & 
over. 

Cases 
admit- 
ted to 
Hospi- 
tal. 

Total 

number 

of 

De aths. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

42. 

2. 

1. 

4. 

19. 

10. 

2. 

2. 

1. 

1. 

26. 

Fnteric 

Fever. 

1. 

1- 

Measles. 

50. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

7. 

28. 

2. 

1. 

i 

Whooping 

Gough. 

11, 

1. 

3, 

1. 

1. 

5. 

Pneumonia. 

30. 

2, 

5. 

9. 

2. 

6. 

4. 

2. 

6 . 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

3. 

1. 

2. 

Polio- 

encepha- 

litis. 

1. 

^ J 

1. 

1. 

Dysentery. 

144. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

7. 

9. 

24. 

50. 

30. 

20, 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

2. 

2. 

Erysipelas. 

11. 

1. 

1. 

3. 

4. 

2. 

Totals . 

1 

295. 

3. 

3. 

9. 

16. 

65. 

31. 

31. 

64. 

40. 

23. 

27. 

6. 

1 

13. 


Tuberculosis ^ New  Cases  and  Mortality. 


Age  Periods. 

Respii 

M. 

New  C 
•’atory. 

P. 

)ases. 
Non  Re 
tc 

M. 

?spira- 

)ry. 

P. 

Reepir 

M. 

Dea 

atory. 

P. 

ths. 

Non  Re 
to 

M. 

spira- 

ry. 

P. 

Under  1 year. 

1-5  years. 

1. 

5-10  years. 

• 

10-15  years. 

1. 

15-20  years. 

1. 

20-25  years. 

4. 

2. 

25-35  years. 

1. 

35-45  years. 

45-55  years. 

55-65  years. 

1, 

Total. 

6, 

2. 

2, 

-. 

* 

1. 

One  case  of  Tuberculosis  was  not  notifiodj  and  this  resulted  in  a 
death. 


Disinfections. 


Disease . 

No:  of  disinfections. 

Scarlet  Pever. 

38. 

Measles  - 

3. 

Scabies , 

3. 

Polio -encephalitis . 

1, 

Dysentery. 

1. 

14- 


Diphtheria.  Inimunisat ion. 

A number  of  sessions  for  the  immunisation  of  children  against 
Diphtheria  were  held  at  the  Lancashire  County  Council  Dental  Clinic, 
Lord  Street,  Blackburn,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
children  immunised  during  the  year. 


Ages-years. 

No:  of  children 

completeljr 

immunised. 

No:  of  children  who 
ceased  to  attend 
before  completion 
of  Course . 

Type  of 

Prophylactic 

used. 

1. 

22. 

1. 

A.P.T.  Wellcome. 

2. 

7. 

U tl 

1 o ** 

4. 

SJ  H 

,4. 

6. 

!»  U 

1 

5. 

4. 

1» 

6. 

4. 

U it 

7, 

4. 

it  it 

8. 

1. 

1. 

if  :i 

9. 

2. 

it  if 

10. 

1. 

it  if 

11  & over. 

7. 

2. 

tt  it 

Total . 

62. 

4. 

The  percentages  of  the  child  population  of  the  District  which 
had  been  immunised  against  Diphtheria  to  the  end  of  1944  were:- 

Pre “School  age,  58. 

School  age.  92. 

ITo  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  from  amongst  the  immunised 
children. 


.■K 


